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Phe-Ala  show  similar  behavior  at  248nm.  A  mechanism  which  involves 
electron  excitation  in  the  substrate  followed  by  the  hot  electron  transfer  to  the 
adsorbed  peptide,  as  has  been  suggested  for  other  adsorbate  systems,  may  be 
operative  at  the  shorter  wavelengths.  An  importantly  aspect  of  the  shorter 
wavelength  nonthermal  process  is  that  it  results  in  substantially  less 
fragmentation  than  is  observed  for  the  thermal  desorption  using  351  nm 
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